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 I  
Abstract 
Toni Morrison is a distinguished novelist in the 20th century American literary 
history. As the first black American writer winning the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1993, she puts Afro-African novels to a higher level, basing it on the black’s unique 
history, folklore and reality. From then on, Afro-American literature strides forward 
toward the main trend of American literature. Generally, Morrison’s works always pay 
close attention to the black women and their struggle course of antithesis cultural 
conflict between the white and the black. The dual role as a black and a woman leads 
Morrison to the inner depths of women’s mind, enabling her to depict the grim struggle 
and distorted psychology of Afro-American women under “the triple oppression of 
class, race and gender” (Mbalia 625) in a minute and profound way.  
Beloved is Toni Morrison's fifth novel. Since its publication, it became a best seller 
and received the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1988. It is broadly considered to be 
Morrison's greatest female gothic novel to date. Rooted in Afro-American cultural 
tradition and unique experiences of the black female, Beloved dwells on black women’s 
unspeakable traumas caused by American slavery, goes into deeply the dark social 
reality and savage slavery system in the nineteenth century America. By employment of 
gothic narrative technique, Morrison draws a vivid picture of slaves’ life and presents 
fierce criticism of reality by creating typical female gothic elements. For the sake of 
disclosing the subjects of hardship, trauma and awakening of self-consciousness, 
Morrison employs female gothic narrative technique in Beloved and furthermore 
attaches to the novel boundless suspension, marvelous illusions and profound social 
significance. A series of carefully cultivated female gothic heroines with distinct 
personalities add to the unspeakable spiritual traumas of black women under racial 
discrimination and sexual bias. In this sense, Beloved is quite a representative female 
gothic novel. In the work, Beloved stands for the history of Afro-American female 
whereas the respective attitude of Baby Suggs, Sethe and Denver towards Beloved 
symbolize three typical historical views of the African American women. At the end of 
the story, Denver manages to appease Beloved’s spirit and rescue her mother Sethe 
with the assistance of the black community. Morrison’s essential intention here is to 
give the expression of her own historical viewpoint. In more specific words, black 
women should remember the miserable past but should not fall into it deeply. Instead, 













Beloved: Female Gothic Elements, Unspeakable Traumas and Awakening of Self-consciousness 
 II
Based on textual analysis, this paper makes full use of some female gothic images 
and heroines to probe into subjectivity establishment of female group as well as loss 
and regain of black female subjectivity. This thesis falls into five parts. In the first part, 
it gives a general introduction about gothic and female gothic, aiming to underline the 
values of this paper which in turn may arrest more attention to female gothic genre. 
Chapter One focuses on the female gothic images in Beloved, such as female gothic 
enclosure “Bluestone Road 124” and tree-shaped scar on Sethe’s back, which make a 
clear demonstration of the miserable life the Afro-American women lead under slavery 
and the indelible psychological traumas remaining in their mind after abolishment of 
slavery. Chapter Two makes an emphatic analysis on three important female gothic 
heroines who are of great mystery and complexity. Chapter Three discusses the 
unspeakable traumas of the Afro-American women, giving a detailed analysis on the 
gradual establishment of female subjective consciousness of the Afro-American women 
represented by three generations of Sethe’s family, hence disclosing the significance 
and positive influence of the female gothic application in Beloved. Moreover, it implies 
that the black women are on their way to win thorough liberation in body and mind 
through constant efforts from generation to generation. In the conclusion, the thesis 
gives a clear demonstration of contributions that Morrison has made for the awakening 
of self-consciousness and ethnic solidarity. It thinks highly of Morrison’s assertion on 
racial issue: In the white mainstream society, the black particularly the black women 
should bravely face up to the painful past traumas caused by American slavery. By 
reviewing the history and cultural tradition of the black, Morrison advocates that the 
Afro-Africans should establish their own self-consciousness so as to realize the ethnic 
solidarity. 
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